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scenery in Van Gogh’s well-known
painting, “Garden of the Hospital
in Arles.” Certainly this would be
an ideal place to be treated or
hospitalized, I thought.

Next stop was the entrance of
Arles public park, where Van
Gogh painted a garden scene. Here
there is a bust erected in his
memory. After a life troubled with
mental health issues and his talent
not being recognized, he com-
mitted suicide at 37, a year after he
lived in Arles. My final stop was at
Forum Square, where we found the
Van Gogh yellow cafe exactly as
depicted in “Cafe Terrace at
Night,” the famous painting.
Crowds of South Korean and
Chinese tourists were sitting on its
terrace while others were taking

photographs from the square.
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After bidding adieu to Albaret, I
sat in one of the restaurant terraces
to have lunch, savoring the
square’s lively ambience. Despite
all the delicious French dishes, my
favorite part is always dessert, and
I couldn’t wait to taste the tarte
tatin with caramelized apple and
custard cream along with a cafe au
lait.

It was time to visit Luma Arles,
an interdisciplinary creative
campus for thinkers, artists,
researchers and scientists. The
stunning, jagged stainless steel
tower that opened in 2021 was
designed by architect Frank Gehry
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as a part of Arles’s cultural and
urban renewal project. Entering, I
noticed the spiral staircase topped
with a mirror designed to give the
feel of an infinite spiral. Also
installed was a two-story inter-
twined tube slide created by
sculptor Carsten Holler, where
kids and adults alike could enjoy
themselves. Very soon I realized
what I had entered was not an
ordinary museum, but rather
something of an interactive, inno-
vative and creative theme park.
Each one of the nine floors offers
different areas designed by artists
in collaboration with Gehry or is
used to exhibit their works.
Everything from the elevator hall
with wall tiles encrusted with
Camargue salt to the restaurant
and bar presented some innovative
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and artistic approach.

As I stepped outside from Luma
Arles, the afternoon light creating
beautiful reflections on the tower, I
noticed the National Photography
School across the road that I had
heard of in my student years. Arles
is home to a famous international
photography festival held here
every summer since 1970. As |
walked back to the hotel, I
promised myself that next time I
visit the city, the festival would be
something first and foremost to
see.
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